
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Report on the inspection of a gang of workmen en route from Clarksburg, 
W. Va., through Washington to the South. 

Treasury Department, 
U. S. Marine-Hospital Service, 
Washington, D. 0., December 28, 1900. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that in accordance with verbal 
orders received yesterday afternoon I proceeded to the station of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad for the purpose of examining some 
negroes en route from near Clarksburg, W. Va., to the South via this 
city. 

Inquiry among the men developed the fact that there were between 
50 and 60 men in the party ; they had recently been employed on a new 
tunnel about 22 miles from Clarksburg, the nearest post-office being 
Wallace, W. Va. 

In September a disease broke out among these men, which was 
variously designated as " Cuban itch," " nigger itch," " black measles," 
and " bumps." The disease was characterized by headache, fever, 
general weakness, vomiting, and pain in the neck and back which was 
more or less severe ; these symptoms lasted for two or three days, when 
a papular rash appeared and the symptoms abated, and after two or 
three days' intermission, fever, some headache and weakness again 
appeared, the rash going through the stages of vesiculation, pustula- 
tion, and desquamation. The men afflicted were usually unable to work 
for two weeks from the appearance of the first symptoms. 

The camp has been quarantined since the middle of September, the 
men not being allowed to mingle with the surrounding inhabitants, or 
with other laboring men at other camps nearby. 

So far as I could learn there were no cases outside of this immediate 
camp, except 2 white residents who were taken sick in October. They 
recovered and there was no further spread among the whites. 

"Work on the tunnel being suspended, the men left Wallace, walking 
18 miles to Wilsonburg, where, after some parleying with the health 
authorities, they were allowed to proceed by train to Clarksburg. At 
Clarksburg the health authorities gave them a thorough bath and dis- 
infected their clothing and effects, presumably with sulphur. They 
then took passage on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to this city. 

On arrival here, they were carefully examined by the city health 
officers and allowed to go to the Chesapeake and Ohio station to con- 
tinue their journey south. 

The men intending to go South on the Chesapeake and Ohio were care- 
fully examined by Dr. Walsh, of the city health office, and myself. Many 
of them showed evidences of having had smallpox, many of them being 
extensively pitted. Nothing was discovered in any of them to warrant 
detention, so all were allowed to proceed to their respective destinations. 
I was informed by Dr. W. C. Woodward, the health officer for the Dis- 
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trict, that the case of smallpox was removed from the Baltimore and Ohio 
station in this city to the smallpox hospital yesterday afternoon. From 
other sources, I learned that this man boarded the train at Mannington, 
W. Va., but could not trace him further. Five or six men who were 
traveling with him were bathed and then allowed to proceed to their 
homes. 

The cars the men came in will be disinfected by the District authori- 
ties, also the waiting room at the Chesapeake and Ohio station. So far as 
could be learned, no deaths occurred from the disease in the camp above 
mentioned or in the neighborhood. 

Eespectfully, John D. Long, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Smallpox in Cairo, III. 

Cairo, III., December 22, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report 3 new cases of smallpox under treat- 
ment at the city isolation hospital, none of whom contracted the disease 
in this county nor State. 

The patients are colored men, all three coming from Taylor, Mo., a 
small lumber landing in southeast Missouri. 

The patients, the railroad employees, and the city health officer state 
that there have been a considerable number of cases of the disease scat- 
tered throughout the sparcely settled region of southeast Missouri, 
most of the patients being unaware of the nature of their malady, 
and continuing at work. 

Eespectfully, John Milton Holt, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8., In Command. 

Smallpox in and near Decatur, Nebr. , from April 1 to December 14, 1900. 

Decatur, Nebr., December 14, 1900. 

Sir : Answering per inquiry of 11th instant relative to smallpox at 
this place and vicinity. Since April 1 last when the first cases made 
their appearance here there have been 416 cases, fully recovered. One 
adult death, woman, about 30 years old ; miscarriage, complication, 
miscarried seven months. Two infants two months old and under mal- 
nutrition ; mothers sick with smallpox at time of death. One infant 
one week old, mother sick at time of birth. 

There are still under quarantine of this board and not recovered, 35 
cases. No more deaths expected. The epidemic has been very mild, 
not to exceed 1 in 20 hardly sick ; many employed no physician. Most 
cases on hand are old cases, and only 3 new cases reported within the 
past ten days. 

Eespectfully, T. E. Ashley, 

Secretary State Board of Health. 

A case of smallpox at Central Falls, B. I. 

Providence, E. I., December 26, 1900. 
Sir : In compliance with the resolutions adopted by the international 
conference of State and provincial boards of health at Toronto, Octo- 
ber 6, 1886, it becomes my duty to inform you that a new case of small- 
pox exists at Central Falls, in this State, in the person of Albert 
Prevost, a carder in a cotton mill. 
The origin of the disease is unknown. 

Eespectfully, Gardner T. Swarts, 

Secretary State Board of Health. 



